
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Previous learning You should already know: 
What was the Great Fire 

of London? 

 

What was it like in Early 

Britain? 

• Life in the past was different to my life now 

• How to find information from historical 

sources from the past 

• How Britain changed and developed from the 

Stone Age to the Iron Age What will I learn?  

 

In this topic we will learn: 

• Who the Anglo Saxons were 

• When the Anglo Saxons were in Great Britain 

• Why the Anglo Saxons invaded Great Britain 

• Where the Anglo Saxons settled in Great Britain 

• Why the Anglo Saxons converted to Christianity 

• What Sutton Hoo is and who could have been buried there 

Vocabulary Dozen 

Anglo 

Saxons 

A large group of warriors, made up of 3 tribes, 

who invaded Britain 

Christianity A religion that believes in Jesus Christ 

convert Change from one thing to another  

Great 

Britain 

England, Scotland and Wales 

invasion To take over or conquer 

King Arthur A legendary king from a British myth 

kingdom  Land that is owned by a king or queen 

leisure An activity that you do in your spare time 

Paganism A religion that has many gods and goddesses 

pouch A small drawstring bag 

settlements The places people live 

Sutton Hoo The site of an important Anglo Saxon grave 

Useful Weblinks 

 
   

Year 3 Knowledge Organiser- Who were the Anglo 

Saxons?  

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.twinkl.co.uk/homework-help/history-homework-help/anglo-saxons-facts-for-kids&psig=AOvVaw16JTqrLQzF23HWz3FNaLhT&ust=1605089476190000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjdoqfd9-wCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Key Knowledge 
Who were the Anglo Saxons? The Anglo Saxons were a large group of farmer-warriors, made up of 3 different tribes; Angles, 

Saxons and Jutes. They came from Germany, Denmark and the Netherlands.  

When were the Anglo Saxons 

were in Great Britain? 

The Anglo Saxons were in Great Britain from around 410CE to 1066CE. They came to Britain after the 

Romans left but before the Vikings arrived.  

Why did the Anglo Saxons 

invade Great Britain? 

There are different beliefs to why the Anglo Saxons invaded Great Britain. These are the main beliefs: 

• They were asked to come, to help keep out invaders from Scotland and Ireland. 

• Their land was flooded, so they came to Great Britain to farm and grow crops on better land. 

• They thought Britain was an easy target to invade because the Romans had left, so there was no 

army.  

Where did the Anglo Saxons 

settle in Great Britain? 

They settled in many different parts of the country, but never conquered Scotland, Wales or Cornwall. 

Many towns and villages still have their Anglo Saxon name today. Most towns and cities have developed 

next to a river as the river helped with transport, trade and communication.  Rivers also provided 

water. England is named after Angle-land!   

Why did the Anglo Saxons 

convert to Christianity? 

The Anglo Saxons were pagans when they first came to Britain, but later converted to Christianity. The 

pope in Rome sent a missionary to England to persuade the people to become Christians. Christianity 

quickly spread through England, and many wooden churches were built across Britain.  

What is Sutton Hoo and who 

was buried there? 

Sutton Hoo is the site of an Anglo Saxon grave.  In 1939 an archaeologist excavated the biggest mound 

and found an Anglo-Saxon ship buried there. The ship is believed to have belonged to an Anglo-Saxon 

King because  of the artefacts found during the excavation.  

Timeline of events 
  

  

Early Britain The Romans The Anglo Saxons  The Vikings 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZmafq1O_fAhUKx4UKHaCbCiEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prehistoric_Britain&psig=AOvVaw05EaamkFjOufNfw_3kpnYT&ust=1547637424777353
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi8-5XZ0u_fAhXuz4UKHbfXCb8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/260645897154444899/&psig=AOvVaw0T0SUClzhDdciKmRaE-vzv&ust=1547636849964839
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwje5tP90u_fAhXHxIUKHWx-DAwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_12906691_3d-render-of-old-helmet.html&psig=AOvVaw01KPg11633UkOmKkSuWn1x&ust=1547636923998700
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjp3JHp0e_fAhVEWxoKHXNDBicQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.grippingbeast.co.uk/SAGA_Starter_4_Point_Warband__AngloSaxons--product--2850.html&psig=AOvVaw2fjYRlho602XfX3svpUApI&ust=1547636618499919
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi8tKet0e_fAhVDQhoKHajKB1gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/anglo-saxons&psig=AOvVaw31s8NkbTxyaFMdPWJ17LAV&ust=1547636482343485
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwinsdfM1O_fAhXnz4UKHSu0DDkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.romanobritain.org/&psig=AOvVaw1Q2OpVorLkCLC5NV9q3RgF&ust=1547637330245538

